
QUATUOR  ORFEO

The ORFEO quartet consists of four young soloists of international level,  fervent 
string quartet players all sprung from great institutions like the Ysaÿe quartet, Les 
Dissonances and the Philharmonic Orchestra of Radio-France.

After long years of chamber music experience, they decide - in a bond of friendship 
and passion - to form this dynamic and atypical quartet, thus conciliating rich 
individual careers  and the love for rigorous work at four.

Little time after its creation, the Orfeo quartet is already invited by numerous 
festivals and music seasons. 

Amongst its projects for the 2007-2008 season: a complete Beethoven string quartet 
series including a recording and a series of DVD's.

David GRIMAL  -  violin

David Grimal, a renowned soloist, is invited by numerous orchestras such as the Orchestre de 
Paris, the Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, the Orchestre National de Lyon, the 
Opéra de Lyon, Capitole de Toulouse, Mozarteum in Salzburg, Berliner Sinfonie, Florida 
Philharmonic, English Chamber, Monte Carlo, Gulbenkian Lisbon, Sinfonia Varsovia, Ulster 
Orchestra, Dublin …

Much in demand as chamber music partner as well, he participates regularly in international 
festivals such as :  Prades, Risor, Stavanger, Schwäbische Frühling, Colmar, Menton, les Folles 
Journées …  He has performed on the most prestigious European stages and on all five 
continents.

In 2004, he took the initiative of creating an artists' collective Les Dissonances, a workshop 
where musicians  (soloists, chamber musicians, leaders of great orchestras …) would meet out 
of passion and with no other constraint than their artistic requirements. Their first recording, 
dedicated to the Metamorphoses of Strauss and the Verklärte Nacht of Schoenberg was 
released in 2007 by Ambroisie-Naïve and received excellent reviews (!!  Telerama, BBC choice, 
ARTE selection …). The Dissonances musicians are now invited in prestigious seasons (Cité de la 
Musique in Paris, Duo Dijon, Théâtre des Bouffes du Nord, Estonia, Italy, Germany).

Additionally, David Grimal has developed over the years a longstanding collaboration with 
Georges Pludermacher. They perform in the whole world. Their last recording 'Réflection", 
released in 2006 and  dedicated to Debussy, Bartok and Ravel,  has received exceptional reviews 
too (!!  Telerama, 10 de Répertoire, recommended by Classica, ARTE selection …).

David Grimal's discography consists of the complete Schubert sonatines with pianist Valéry 
Afanassiev as well as a CD with von Dohnanyi's chamber music  (with Marc Coppey, Gérard Caussé 
and Michell Béroff) released by Aeon (10 de Répertoire) and the Franck and R. Strauss sonatas 
with Georges Pludermacher released by Harmonia Mundi.  His 'live' recording of the complete 
J.S. Bach sonatas and partitas with Transart Live  has obtained the prestigious 'Strad selection' 
reward. 

David Grimal plays the 'Ex-Roederer' Stradivarius from 1710,
made available to him by Fazenda Ipiranga MGuaranesia/MG. Brazil.



Ayako TANAKA HERZOG - violin

Ayako Tanaka was born in Osaka (Japan). She received her musical education in the strictest 
Hungarian tradition.

She received several prizes at competitions  (2nd Prize at the Wakayama competition, 
prize-winner at the soloists competitions of Japan, 1st prize at the Osaka competition) and 
received her European music education from tibor varga who will say of her:
 « Ayako Tanaka is in possession of a violin technique allowing her to freely express her 
extraordinary force of communication. By her personality and capacities, she is certainly one of 
the distinguished representatives of the young generation of violinists. »

She gives concerts as a soloist, in Switzerland (Victoria Hall in Geneva), in Italy, in Germany and in 
Japan.

She entered the CNSM de Lyon in 1995, in the class of Peter Csaba, Pavel Vernikov and Mr 
Vaitsner and obtained unanimously a Premier Prix with the mention 'Très bien' and the 
congratulations of the jury. In 1995 she won the 1st prize, unanimously, of the International 
Competition Rovere d'Oro.

In 1997 she became first violin of the Psophos quartet. In less than three years the Psophos 
quartet won the 4th Prize at the London International String quartet Competition, the 3rd Prize 
at the Osaka International Competition, the 2nd Prize at the International Vitorio Gui 
competition and the Special Prize of the Mozarteum Academy in Salzburg. In September 2001 this 
culminated in the PREMIER GRAND PRIX of the Bordeaux International String Quartet 
Competition, together with the unanimous international press prize, the Serge den Arend prize 
for the best Mozart interpretation, the Maurice O'Hana prize and the Mécenat Musical Société 
Générale Prize for the recording of a CD.

These victories contributed greatly to invitations for the Psophos quartet on the most 
important stages and international festivals. In January 2005, the Psophos quartet was 
nominated at the Victoires de la Musique in the category "best musical ensemble of the year", to 
be followed by radio BBC3  in London inviting the quartet to join the prestigious series "new 
generation artists" for 2006 and 2007.

Ayako likes to share her passion for chamber music with artists like Dana Ciocarlie, Henri 
Demarquette, Alain Meunier, Raphaël Oleg, Emmanuelle Bertrand, Renaud and Gautier Capuçon, 
Nicholas Angelich, Franck Braley, Eric Lesage, the Lindsay Quartet, the Ebène quartet, Nicolas 
Dautricourt, Cédric Tiberghien, Paul Meyer, Jean-Marc Phillips-Varjabédian, Isabelle Moretti 
and plays the first violin in the ensemble 'Dissonances'. She performs regularly with the 
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France as well as co-leader at the Orchestre de Besançon 
during four years.

Since 2003, Ayako Tanaka is a fervent supporter of the association RIVE which fights against HIV 
in the Indian Ocean (Réunion, Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles, Comores and Mayotte) and 
contributes actively every year by giving concerts with a couple of musicians-friends on these 
islands. The income from these concerts is given to local associations for HIV-prevention.

Since early 2006, Ayako Tanaka plays a 1628 Antonius &  Hieronymus Amati violin  belonging to two 
anonymous sponsors.



Lise BERTHAUD - viola

LISE BERTHAUD is born in 1982 in BOurg en Bresse. She started music making at the age of 5.  In 
1997 she obtained a gold medal at the Conservatoire National de Région de Lyon and the 
following year entered the Conservatoire Supérieur National de Musique de Paris in the class 
of Pierre-Henry Xuereb. In October 2002 she was admitted in the Cycle de Perfectionnement in 
the class of Gérard Caussé.

At the age of 16, she won the first prize in the National Competition for young violists. In 2000 
she was a prize-winner at the European Competition of young performers. In 2003  she obtained 
the Second Prize of the Avignon International Competition.

Lise Berthaud is regularly invited in various festivals: la Cöte St André, le Festival de Menton, 
the Easter Festival of Deauville, la Roque d'Anthéron etc. She is a regular partner for 
musicians like Augustin Dumay, Pierre-Laurent Aimard, Renaud Capuçon …

In September 2003  she performed as a soloist in Berlioz' HAROLD EN ITALIE on tour with the 
Orchestre Français des Jeunes conducted by Emmanuel Krivine. The following year she created 
the viola concerto by Marc-Olivier Dupin with the Orchestre Lamoureux in the Théâtre du 
Châtelet in Paris.  She regularly works with such composers as Philippe Hersant, Thierry 
Escaich, Henri Dutilleux and Gyorgy Kurtàg.

Recently Lise Berthaud finished a CD recording of works by Brahms and Schumann for the 
music magazine Classica.

Lise receives support from the Natixis Banque Populaire Foundation.
She plays a viola specially made for her in May 2004 by Stephane von Behr.

François SALQUE - cello

François Salque is considered one of the most prominent cellists in today's music world. At a 
very young age he won prizes at distinguished competitions like Geneva, Tchaikovsky, Munich, 
Rostropovitch, Rose …

"The sensibility and nobility of his playing together, his charisma and exceptional virtuosity"  
(Pierre Boulez) entitled him to obtaining not less than 10 First Prizes and as many special 
prizes.

He graduated from Yale University and the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de 
Paris, his concerts have taken him to more than 40 countries and his recordings as a soloist and 
in chamber music  - in the company of Paul Meyer, Emmanuel Pahud, Eric Le Sage or Alexandre 
Tharaud - have been extensively acclaimed by the press: Diapasons d'Or, Chocs du 'Monde de la 
Musique', 10 in 'Répertoire', Prix de l'Académie Charles Cros, 'Victoires de la Musique' …

As the Ysaÿe quartet's cellist during five years, he has made numerous remarkable recordings.

Today he is a professor at the Conservatoire National Supérieur de Musique de Paris.

"François Salque is imperial in everything he touches" - Diapason (October 2006). 


